Extramedullary hematopoiesis: a new feature of inherited thrombocytopenias?
Essentials Extramedullary hematopoiesis (EMH) represents a pathologic finding in adult life. We report a mass-like EMH in the presacral space in a patient with ANKRD26-related thrombocytopenia. We found possible correlation between EMH and conditions causing lifelong thrombocytopenia. EMH can cause masses of unknown origin in patients with inherited thrombocytopenias. Most commonly located in the liver and spleen, extramedullary hematopoiesis (EMH) is the presence of hematopoietic tissue outside the bone marrow. MYH9-related thrombocytopenia (MYH9-RD) and ANKRD26-related thrombocytopenia (ANKRD26-RT) are two of the most frequent forms of inherited thrombocytopenia (IT). Until recently, EMH has been associated with neoplastic and non-neoplastic hematologic conditions in which ITs were not included. We describe a case of mass-like EMH in the presacral space in a patient affected with ANKRD26-RT, comparing it with another case of paravertebral EMH we recently described in a subject with MYH9-RD. The surprisingly similitude of such a finding in the context of a group of rare disorders induces us to speculate about the possible pathogenic relationship between EMH and conditions causing lifelong thrombocytopenia, particularly the entity of ITs. Finally, we suggest that EMH has to be taken into consideration in the diagnostic work-up of masses of unknown origin in subjects affected with ITs.